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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 8266 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, MPOS, LE 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED SYRIAN MILITARY PRESENCE IN TYRE 

REF: STATE 292137 

1 . WE ASSUME FAHMY REFERRING TO POSSIBLE PRESENCE OF 
SAIQA CONTINGENTS IN TYRE AND NABATIYAH RATHER THAN 

TO REGULAR SYRIAN ARMY ELEMENTS FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: 

(A) FAHMY’S ONLY MEETING WITH ASAD, ACCORDING OUR 
INFORMATION, WAS EVENING NOVEMBER 24. BEFORE AND SINCE 
THAT DATE, THERE NO INDICATION, OF WHICH WE AWARE, 

THAT SARKIS HAS DIRECTED ASF DEPLOYMENT FURTHER SOUTH 
THAN ZAHARANI, WHERE ASF ARRIVED NOVEMBER 21. 

(B) SYRIAN POSTURE, MOST RECENTLY REITERATED BY 
ASAD TO JOSEPH KRAFT NOVEMBER 29, IS THAT ITS FORCES 
WILL GO WHEREEVER, AND BY CLEAR IMPLICATION ONLY WHERE, 
SARKIS DIRECTS. 

(C) ISRAELI RADION HAS MAINTAINED REPEATEDLY OVER 

PAST WEEK THAT SYRIANS HAVE MADE NO DEPLOYMENT FURTHER 
TO SOUTH TAH POSITIONS REACHED NOVEMBER 21. 

2. WE HAD CONSIDERED SUGGESTING THAT IN LIGHT OF SARKIS' 
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MIGHT FIND WAY TO USE SAIQA AS POLICE FORCE OVER PALESTINIANS. 

HOWEVER, PREDICTABLE DRAWBACK TO THIS IS FACT THAT SAIQA 
TOO SMALL AND TOO LIGHTLY ARMED TO CONTROL ITS 
PALESTINAIN OPPONENTS IN THAT AREAS. (SYRIANS , OF COURSE, 

HAVE IN PAST STRENGTHENED SAIQA BY SLIPPING IN REGULAR 
SYRIAN FORCES IN SAIQA DISGUISE.) 

MURPHY 
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